
Also available as SATB, 

with or without piano accompaniment

By Charles Dibdin (1740-1814)

Arranged in four parts for unaccompanied male voices
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An earlier arrangement by Rilla Paterson for SATB and piano was written in July 2023, 

recorded by Bethany Partridge (soprano) and Josh Cooter (tenor), and published on YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TK0d6NzFflU

The piece received its first performance by the Stanmore Choral Society 

at St John's Church, Stanmore, on 29th June 2024. 

This earlier arrangement was then adapted for unaccompanied male voices. 

The lyrics in this arrangement differ occasionally from the original.

https://rillapaterson.com

The song, also known as "The Sailor's Epitaph",

was written to commemorate the death 

of the composer's older brother, Thomas Dibdin, 

a captain of a ship in the East India trade, 

who died at sea.

The tune for Tom Bowling is the fourth movement 

from the Fantasia on British Sea Songs, a medley arranged 

by Sir Henry Wood in 1905 to mark the centenary 

of the Battle of Trafalgar. 

It has for many years been an indispensable 

item at the BBC's Last Night of the Proms concert. 

Tom Bowling

The Sailor's Epitaph

Charles Dibdin (1740-1814) 

Arr: Rilla Paterson for TTBB April 2026

A cappella. 
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